CHAPTER II

CULTIVATORS AND HARWAHAS
(United Provinces)

India is primarily an agricultural country and the greater
proportion of the people derive subsistence directly from land.
And this dependence of the people'on land has been increas-
ing from decade to decade. While in 1891 the percentage of
population supported by land was 61 it had increased in 1931
to 71, Industry employed 10 per cent of India's workers in 1931
as compared to 11 per cent in 1921. The 1931 Census reveal-
ed that only 1-5 per cent of our total workers were supported by
organized industry.

The vast majority of the depressed class people are enga-
ged in the exploitation of animals and vegetation. Below is
given the occupational distribution' of certain important depress-
ed castes which were in the past associated with some distinct
traditional occupation.                              '
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I See Census of India, 1931, VoL I, Pt, II, pp. 416-417